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As we begin the 2026–2027 American Legion year, 

we must continue moving forward and working 

toward our goals. Achieving success requires 

teamwork, dedication, commitment, effort, resilience, 

and a strong willingness to serve others. Post 60 has 

demonstrated these qualities time and again.

With the start of the new year, our Legion family 

welcomes new officers. Please extend patience, 

kindness, and support as they settle into their roles. By 

working together, we can move forward with 

confidence, learning, cooperation, and mutual respect. 

This is not a competition between old and new, but an 

opportunity to grow through strong, unified 

leadership.

I am honored and grateful to serve again as 

Commander of this Legion family. I am confident in 

our executive committee, board, and membership, 

whose continued support and unity strengthen us all.

Installation of Post 60 Family Officers will be held in 

Allen Hall on Thursday June 18th. All are welcome to 

attend. Cocktails and Dinner are available for those 

attending the ceremony. Please sign up at the kiosk 

desk.

We made many improvements to our Post home this 

past year, and we hope to continue those efforts in the 

coming year. If you have not yet visited the deck, 

please stop by and enjoy the beautiful new furniture. 

The photo to the right shows some of the furniture that 

we received as well as an exhausted and rehydrating 

David Privott after he watched the workers assemble 

the furniture in the heat.

We ask everyone to help keep our Post home looking 

its best by cleaning up after themselves and taking 

pride in its care.

Lee Luby

1st Vice Commander

105.324% --We have never reached such a high level 

of membership, and we are so proud of all of our 

members who have worked so hard to get us to this 

point!

The race for 2026 ends next week and  the 2027 race 

begins immediately afterwards. We will be off to the 

races again before we can catch our breath.

As soon as Department gives us our cards for 2027, 

we will begin accepting memberships. We’re hoping 

to make this year more successful than last year!

Together  we can do anything!



Post 60 Entertainment

Tim Thomas
2nd Vice Commander

As we move into June, I first want to thank everyone 

who helped make May such a successful and 

meaningful month at Post 60. From Armed Forces Day 

celebrations to Memorial Day remembrance, it was 

another great example of our Legion Family coming 

together in fellowship, patriotism, and service to 

veterans and our community.

Our Armed Forces Day and “Big Horse Race" Watch 

Party brought together members and guests for an 

afternoon of food, laughter, and friendly games of 

chance supporting Post 60 programs. A special thank 

you to everyone who brought covered dishes and 

desserts, and to all the volunteers who helped make the 

event run smoothly. The evening was capped off with 

great entertainment in the Lounge and another 

reminder of how strong the spirit of Post 60 truly is.

Memorial Day gave us an opportunity to pause and 

remember the heroes who never made it home. While 

many people view Memorial Day as the unofficial start 

of summer, we at Post 60 know its true meaning. It is a 

day of remembrance for the brave men and women 

who gave their lives in service to our nation and the 

freedoms we enjoy every day.

“A hero is someone who has given his or her life to 

something bigger than oneself.”

Thank you to everyone who attended our Memorial 

Day picnic and remembrance activities. The fellowship 

shared that day reflects what makes the American 

Legion Family so special.

Your Post 60 Color Guard continues to stay extremely 

active representing our Post and community with pride. 

During May they led the Laurel Main Street Parade, 

presented the Colors before the Black-Eyed Susan 

Stakes at Laurel Park Racetrack, participated in the 

Massing of the Colors at Ft. Meade and The Joint 

Color Guards Memorial Day Ceremony at Ivy Hill 

Cemetery. They are also continuing preparations for 

the American Legion National Competition in 

Louisville, Kentucky this August. We appreciate all the 

support shown toward the Guard and their fundraising 

efforts as they proudly represent POST 60 on the 

NATIONAL STAGE.
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Also, Post 60 has officially begun preparations for the 

Laurel 4th of July Parade. I am serving as chairman for 

the Post 60 parade float this year. The overall design 

has already been decided on, but we are looking for 

volunteers willing to help bring it to life. If you are 

interested in helping build or assist with the float, 

please see me at the Post. Any help would be greatly 

appreciated as we work together to proudly represent 

Post 60 in our community.

June is shaping up to be another busy month at the 

Post. One important upcoming event is the American 

Legion “BE THE ONE” Training on June 13th in 

Allen Hall. A light lunch will begin at noon with 

training starting at 1pm. This training is free and open 

to everyone. The program focuses on helping identify 

veterans and others who may be struggling and teaches 

ways we can all make a difference through simple 

outreach and support. We encourage members to 

attend and help continue the mission of looking out for 

one another.

As always, thank you to all of our volunteers, 

bartenders, kitchen crews, officers, SAL members, 

Auxiliary members, Riders, and Legionnaires who 

continue to give their time and energy to keep Post 60 

moving forward. Your dedication does not go 

unnoticed.

Remember — there is always something happening at 

Post 60, with entertainment, fellowship, and events 

throughout the month. We encourage everyone to 

come out, support the Post, and enjoy time with your 

Legion Family.

For God and Country.

Color Guard  at the 2026 Black-Eyed Susan Stakes



Girls, Girls, Girls… The month of June is all about 

Girls State!!! The Unit is sponsoring 13 high school 

juniors to the Maryland Girls State program in 

Salisbury on June 21st through the 26th. These young 

women will spend a week learning about the 

“responsibilities of citizenship and the ideals of 

Americanism”. They will be divided into cities and 

will engage in activities such as mock elections, 

legislative proceedings, team building, debates, and 

more. The week will end with a talent show and 

graduation ceremony. 

At our June 8th meeting, we will have the opportunity 

to meet some of these young ladies and their parents. 

Unit members are invited to a light dinner and an 

introduction of these young women and of the Girls 

State program. Dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. and the 

meeting is at 7:00 p.m. 

The program includes a contest that was formerly 

called “Penny Wars” but has been changed to the 

“Coin Challenge”. The City that collects the most will 

win. If you have loose change that you would like to 

donate to the Challenge, there is a jar set up on the 

ledge in the lounge. Collected funds will be used for 

Veterans’ programs. Additionally, Girls State is  

collecting gently used and new shoes to repurpose and 

bring in money to support the program. If you would 

like to donate shoes, they can be dropped off at the 

legion before June 19th. For more information on the 

Girls State national and state level programs, go to:

https://mdboysgirlsstate.org/girls-state and 

https://www.legion-aux.org/ALA-Girls-State/

Young men are not left out! The SAL and Legion 

families will be sponsoring ten young men for Boys 

State. Many thanks to the SAL for their donation to the 

Unit to sponsor three girls!

We will be hosting a representative from the USO at 

our next meeting who will give us more information on 

how we can help. One of their requests is for books for 

the families coming through the USO at BWI Airport. 

They are looking for adult paperbacks in good to new 

condition, any genre. Also, children’s books, which 

can be in hardcover or paperback but in very good to 

new condition. Donations can be brought to the Post 

and left in the lounge.
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Auxiliary Unit 60

Carolyn Monko
ALA President

pp

Our

https://mdboysgirlsstate.org/girls-state
https://mdboysgirlsstate.org/girls-state
https://mdboysgirlsstate.org/girls-state
https://www.legion-aux.org/ALA-Girls-State/
https://www.legion-aux.org/ALA-Girls-State/
https://www.legion-aux.org/ALA-Girls-State/
https://www.legion-aux.org/ALA-Girls-State/
https://www.legion-aux.org/ALA-Girls-State/
https://www.legion-aux.org/ALA-Girls-State/
https://www.legion-aux.org/ALA-Girls-State/


As we end our fiscal year, we can look back on our 

accomplishments with our heads held high. Big events 

included our Crab Feast, Car Show, Flag Replacements and 

Retirement ceremonies, Blood Drives, and assisting where 

needed at other Post Family functions. Queen of 

Hearts/Game Night has been another great success with the 

Queen staying hidden for 30 weeks and SO many friends 

coming out to help in the search for her. 

In all, the SAL logged over 2700 volunteer hours (as 

always, many more were worked but not logged, but we're 

getting better at that) and wrote donation checks to local and 

national programs totaling over $61,000.

Squadron 60 doesn't pretend we do any of this alone. We 

know the entire Post 60 Family has everything to do with 

the successes of every event at our Post Home and I 

personally couldn't be prouder to serve the American 

Legion, our  community, state, and Nation alongside some 

of the best volunteers this organization has to offer.

We thank Post Commander Josie and her officers for letting 

us have this much fun!!!
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SAL Squadron 60

Eddie Souder

SQDN Commander pp

Beth Henehan is all smiles after picking the Queen 

of Hearts. Squadron Commander Eddie Souder 

smiles as if he won the money.



Happy June my fellow Riders, 

I want to first start off by wishing the team of officers a 

steadfast and prosperous year ahead. May it be 

everything you want it to be. I know this team will do 

great things. 

It's been an honor and pleasure severing as your Riders 

Director for these past 3 years, we've accomplished a 

lot in that time. 

We are entering the summer months, please be careful 

when out on the roads, whether  you are on two wheels 

or three wheels, enjoy it.

Travel make them tires rotate!

Lenny
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AL Riders

Lenny Francioni
Past Director

pp

Bruce, Nancy, Lenny and Kayla Clarke, Laurel 

Council Member 

Bruce and Meowser from Laurel Cats

Joseph Pruden with Cadet Abigail Paterson 

and Cadet Santiago Leiton Perez

Photos:Gina Wade and Jannet Cunningham

I recently had the privilege to present awards to two 

richly deserving Naval Junior ROTC Cadets at Paint 

Branch High School. 

Cadet Santiago Leiton Perez was the recipient of the 

American Legion Scholastic Excellence Medal. Cadet 

Leiton Perez is a junior and third year cadet.  He has an 

impressive 4.51 weighted GPA through his junior year 

and maintains an average grade of A in NJROTC. He 

also achieved a well above average score on ASVAB 

despite English being his second language.  He is an 

active participant in NJROTC program, attending 

multiple Army National Guard training, veterans and 

career events, and is a critical part of the orienteering 

team.

Cadet Abigail Paterson was awarded the American 

Legion ROTC Military Excellence Medal. Cadet 

Paterson is a sophomore first year cadet.  Despite being 

first year, she took up the leadership mantle 

immediately, taking significant roles in her drill and 

academic teams. She contributed to 1st and 2nd  place 

wins in the Brain Brawl and in making it to the second 

round in the JLAB competition.  She has been selected 

as the Academic Team captain for the next school year.

Joseph Pruden
SOMD Region

Judge Advocate
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Post 60 Giving Back to the Laurel Community
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Post 60 and  Laurel City Mayor Keith Sydnor at the Memorial Day Celebration
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Other Notes/Dates Of Interest

-  If you wish to submit articles and pictures for the newsletter, please submit them to the editor at: 

oxonhillbilly@comcast.net. Articles and pictures must be about the Legion Family, veterans or the community 

Post 60 supports.  All information must be received by the deadline of 8:00 AM, 22nd  of the month to make it 

into the current newsletter.  Submissions after that date will make it into the following month’s newsletter.
 

- Please join us on our Facebook page, American Legion -Laurel  Post 60 for Post 60 website links, newsletters, 

  entertainment and activities that are posted on the page. 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/364213691671/  

Legion Riders

Director           Lenny Francioni

Asst Director   Larry Morrell

Secretary         Christel Lopez-                        

                         Berryman

Treasurer         Barclay Butler       

Sgt-at-Arms    Joe Lohman

Chaplain          Charley Buckley

Safety Officer  Vacant

Road Captain   Pedro Lopez

Membership     Larry Morrell

Public Affairs   Quinn Harry

Post 60 Officers

Commander         Josie Lohman

1st  Vice               Lee Luby

2ndVice               Tim Thomas

Judge Advocate   Richard Harding

Finance Officer   Pedro Lopez

Chaplain              Martin Berman

Resource Officer  David Privott

Historian              John Musgrove       

Sgt-at-Arms         Melvin Campbell

Adjutant               Mac McNally

SAL Squadron 60

Commander   Joe Lohman

1st Vice          Eddie Souder

2ndVice          Tom Allen

3rd Vice          Ray Torres

Finance          Rob Monko

Chaplain        Tony Scovitch

Sgt-at-Arms   Charlie Turner

Historian        Vacant

Adjutant         Joe Lohman

Parliamentarian  Bob DiPietro

Advisor          John Musgrove

Auxiliary Unit 60

President       Carolyn Monko

1st Vice         Penny Garrett

2nd Vice        Denise Person

Secretary       Christel Lopez-

                       Berryman

Treasurer       Tris Thomas

Chaplain        Barbara Rhodes

Historian       Sheryl DeWalt

Sgt-at-Arms  Christel Lopez-

                       Berryman



POSTMASTER:  DATED MATERIAL—DO NOT DELAY

Address Service Requested

The American Legion

Laurel Post 60

2 Main Street

Laurel, Maryland 20707- 4304

Serving 

Veterans and

The Community 

Since 1932

We e-mail the website link for our Post  Newsletter and other items of interest to members that 

have access to e-mail and the Internet.  Please send your e-mail address to: 

lubyshirley@gmail.com and it will be added to our email list.  Your e-mail will be used for Post 

60 notifications only, it will NOT be given out to solicitors.

For members who do 

not have E-Mail

 If you want the Post 

Newsletter mailed to your 

home, please send the 

written request by mail to 

the Post Adjutant.

Commander's Last Shout

Post Phone: (301) 725-2302              Website:  http://laurelpost60.org

Post Meetings

General  Membership

7:00 pm Third Thursday  

Executive Committee

7:00 pm  Second Thursday
Note: Except the 2nd Thursday 

In July Due to Convention

Auxiliary Unit 60

General Membership

7:00 pm  Second Monday

SAL Squadron 60

7:00 pm  First Thursday

  American Legion Riders

    7:00 pm Second Wednesday

Thank you Ray Torres for hosting a delicious Cinco de Mayo dinner.

Thank you Peggy O’Neill for cleaning the ashtrays and providing new ones.

Thank you Everyone who contributed dishes to our Memorial Day celebration.

Thank you Jeff Harkcom for the beautiful wooden flag displayed on our deck.

Thank you Dave Privott for diligently helping keep the deck clean.

Thank you Joe Lohman for maintaining the ball field and helping keep younger 

siblings entertained with games and toys during baseball games.

Thank you SAL for a great Queen of Hearts season. We look forward to 

September.

Thank you ALA volunteers who stepped up to work Wednesday game nights 

during the summer months.

Thank you Shirley Luby for always offering guidance and words of wisdom.
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