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I’m not sure about everyone else, but personally, I 

wish 2026 would slow down a little — time, people, 

everything! Life moves quickly, and it’s important to 

pause and reflect on what truly matters to each of us 

individually and as members of our organization. Our 

mission to support the veteran community and their 

families is what unites us and keeps us strong. 

Volunteering is crucial, even though it can often be 

one of the hardest commitments to make. Saying we 

want everyone to volunteer doesn't fully capture how 

much we value your help. We all have busy lives 

filled with work, travel, family, and countless 

responsibilities pulling us in different directions. But 

if you can spare even just a little bit of time, we would 

truly appreciate your support.

Officer elections are scheduled for April, so now is a 

great time to consider running for a position within 

your unit. The nominating committees have been 

selected, and nomination forms will be available in the 

lounge beginning March 1st. Be sure that both you 

and the person you are nominating sign the form; 

forms without both signatures will not be accepted. 

By becoming an officer, you contribute to building the 

strong leadership team we need to achieve our goals 

and support our veterans and community. If you have 

any questions about officer responsibilities or the 

election process, feel free to speak with any of the 

current officers.

Now that the snow and ice have melted and we can 

actually function, it is time to think about normal 

ongoing things - like membership.  We are currently at 

88% and need just 23 members to reach 90%. 

We're pretty much on schedule to reach 100% by June 

9, which is the deadline set by Department.  Our final 

goal is 695 members. Please pay your 2026 dues so 

that your door card will work.  To be fair to everyone, 

no door cards will be renewed without payment of 

dues. Help us to earn another 100% membership flag 

for our lounge by paying your dues now!

(commander’s Message cont.)

Several volunteer opportunities are coming up, 

including the Post 60 Spring Clean-Up Day on March 

22. Be sure to watch for flyers with additional details.

We’d also like to thank everyone who helped make 

this football season so enjoyable. While the season has 

wrapped up, planning for next year is already 

underway. Sales for next year’s Super Bowl pools have 

begun. If you weren’t able to participate in the first 

pool, a second opportunity will be available on March 

2nd . Please note that eligibility for the second

pool is limited to those who either paid in full for the 

first pool or did not participate in it. We encourage you 

to secure your $100 square early — the first pool sold 

out in just two weeks!

Thank you for your continued dedication, support, and 

commitment to our shared mission. Together, we 

remain strong.

Lee Luby

1st Vice Commander

Legion, ALA, Sons and ALR 



Post 60 Entertainment

Tim Thomas
2nd Vice Commander
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Hello March! As we welcome the start of a new 

month and the promise of spring just around the 

corner, we look back on a February filled with 

fellowship, laughter, and great memories at Post 60.

We had a big turnout for the Super Bowl, with tables 

full of incredible dishes and plenty of cheering 

throughout the night. More importantly, the evening 

was about spending time together — sharing stories, 

laughter, and making new memories while continuing 

a tradition that bring us together each year.

Our Valentine’s Night Dance was a tremendous 

success, with approximately 175 people filling the 

hall. The band, Out of Order, kept the dance floor 

busy all night long. The room was filled with laughter, 

music, and smiling faces. It was a wonderful evening 

of fun and socializing for everyone who attended.

Upcoming Events

March 17th-St. Patrick’s Day Celebration

Bring your favorite corned beef and cabbage recipe, 

side dishes and desserts to share. We’ll have plenty of 

green beer ready to go! Post 60 opens at 3:00 p.m.

March 22nd – Post Cleanup Day

Help us keep our Post looking its best. Many hands 

make light work, and your help is always appreciated.

Weekly Entertainment

Don’t forget - we feature a DJ or live band every 

Friday and Saturday night. It’s the perfect way to 

unwind, enjoy great music, and spend time with 

members, family and friends.

I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to all 

of our volunteers. Your time, effort, and dedication 

keep our Post running smoothly and make events like 

these possible. Your commitment truly embodies the 

spirit of service and community that defines the 

American Legion family.

Thank you for all you do, and I look forward to seeing 

everyone at our upcoming events!

Then



Who’s ready for Spring? I am, and I’m sure most of 

you are too!  After a rough winter, we have a lot to 

look forward to at the Post and this month, and it’s all 

about the kids!

At Post 60 we are proud to welcome to children, young 

and older into our home. Did you know that the 

American Legion has a strong youth program for all 

ages?  

All ages are welcome to participate in Poppy activities. 

Our enthusiastic Poppy Committee will be glad to host 

poppy-making activities for scout troops, classrooms, 

or other youth groups. They can learn the story of the 

poppy through crafts and receive guidance and the 

information they need to participate in the Poppy 

Poster Contest. There is also our Little Miss Poppy! 

Any Junior member, ages 6 - 12, is eligible to represent 

the Auxiliary at parades and events.

Girls and Boys State is an incredible program for high 

school students who have completed their junior year. 

Future young leaders participate in a week-long event 

where they learn about citizenship, good leadership 

and the process of government through elections, 

debates, and legislative sessions. Students who have 

participated in previous events have come away with 

life-long friendships and the opportunity to participate 

in Girls or Boys Nation. The Auxiliary sponsored four 

girls last year, and we hope to sponsor even more this 

coming summer!

Students in grades 3 -12 can participate in the 

Americanism Essay Contest, which teaches children 

about the importance of Patriotism and fundamental 

rights that our nation bestows on us. Each year is a 

different theme and winners in each division and 

category will get a prize.  Students also have several 

opportunities to apply for a variety of scholarships 

through the SAL, the Legion, and the Auxiliary. One 

of the girls we sponsored for Girls State won a 

Samsung American Legion Scholarship last year!

April is the Month of the Military Child.  America 

Legion members recognize the sacrifice and resilience 

of the children of our active-duty personnel through 

activities in the schools and through the USO. 
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Auxiliary Unit 60

Carolyn Monko
ALA President

pp

Junior members can also participate in the Patch 

Program and earn patches through activities in our 

various programs such as; Poppies, Americanism, 

Veterans Affairs, and many more. 

Youth interested in learning more about our 

programs and opportunities can attend the ALA 

Academy in Action conference on March 28th at 

Post 128 in Aberdeen. Their theme is From 

Learning to Leading: Juniors & SAL Youth 

Exploring Programs with a Purpose. There will be 

activities and booths where participants can learn 

about the various programs for Juniors and SAL 

Youth.

Anyone interested in learning more about the above 

activities can contact me, Carolyn Monko, at 

carlymon4@gmail.com. More information about all 

of these opportunities is available on the American 

Legion Auxiliary website - https://www.legion-

aux.org. To create an account, you will need your 

membership number (found on your card) or contact 

me, and I will send it to you.
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Wow!

Hello and welcome to March! 

Here we are three months into the new year already. 

Hopefully, you have been able to get out on your two or 

three wheels and get some much-needed wind therapy. I 

sure have and boy was it nice. 

This month we will have the Blessing of the Bikes on March 

15th with a rain date on the 22nd. Hopefully, all riders will 

be in attendance even if you bring your car. 

Remember that BamBam has started the ALR Day (3x) a 

month to go out and ride, get together and or capture the 

plaque, dependent on enough riders showing up. 

Remember, elections are underway so please think of who 

you want to be your Director and officer line for the 26-27 

year!

Let's get out and Ride!
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Squadron 60

David Tyson
Blood Drive Coordinator

AL Riders

Lenny Francioni
Director

Every 2 seconds, someone in the United States needs 

blood.  This is why the American Legion is on a mission to 

help save lives. Our donors play a critical role in the 

treatment of accident and burn victim, heart surgery and 

organ transplant patients and those receiving treatment for 

Leukemia, Cancer or Sickle Cell disease.

Looking back at 2025, the American Red Cross was able to 

collect 65 pints of blood with the support of Post 60.  Each 

pint collected equates to more than one life saved. Can we 

do more in 2026, sure we can. New opportunities lay 

ahead, now we need to show what we can do.

We currently have three Blood Drives scheduled for the 

coming year.  Now is your chance to save the dates:

 June 1st

August 10th 

November16th.

Please find a way to spend an hour with us on one or all of 

the dates.  Let us show them what Post 60 can do.  It is 

time to save lives in 2026.

1 June 2026 



PAGE  5                                                                                       THE AMERICAN LEGION    Number 3  VOL.20



PAGE  6                                                                                    THE AMERICAN LEGION    Number 3  VOL. 20

Photos: David Privott



PAGE  7                                                                                     THE AMERICAN LEGION    Number 3  VOL. 20



PAGE  8                                                                                     THE AMERICAN LEGION    Number 3  VOL. 20



PAGE 9                                                                               THE AMERICAN LEGION     Number 3  VOL. 20 

Other Notes/Dates Of Interest

-  If you wish to submit articles and pictures for the newsletter, please submit them to the editor at: 

oxonhillbilly@comcast.net. Articles and pictures must be about the Legion Family, veterans or the community 

Post 60 supports.  All information must be received by the deadline of 8:00 AM, 22nd  of the month to make it 

into the current newsletter.  Submissions after that date will make it into the following month’s newsletter.
 

- Please join us on our Facebook page, American Legion -Laurel  Post 60 for Post 60 website links, newsletters, 

  entertainment and activities that are posted on the page. 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/364213691671/  

Legion Riders

Director           Lenny Francioni

Asst Director   Larry Morrell

Secretary         Christel Lopez-                        

                         Berryman

Treasurer         Barclay Butler       

Sgt-at-Arms    Joe Lohman

Chaplain          Charley Buckley

Safety Officer  Vacant

Road Captain   Pedro Lopez

Membership     Larry Morrell

Public Affairs   Quinn Harry

Post 60 Officers

Commander         Josie Lohman

1st  Vice               Lee Luby

2ndVice               Tim Thomas

Judge Advocate   Richard Harding

Finance Officer   Pedro Lopez

Chaplain              Martin Berman

Resource Officer  David Privott

Historian              John Musgrove       

Sgt-at-Arms         Melvin Campbell

Adjutant               Mac McNally

SAL Squadron 60

Commander   Eddie Souder

1st Vice          Vacant

2ndVice          Rob Monko

3rd Vice          Vacant

Finance          Vacant

Chaplain        Tony Scovitch

Sgt-at-Arms   Charlie Turner

Historian        Vacant

Adjutant         Joe Lohman

Parliamentarian  Vacant

Advisor          Chris Davis

Auxiliary Unit 60

President       Carolyn Monko

1st Vice         Penny Garrett

2nd Vice        Denise Person

Secretary       Christel Lopez-

                       Berryman

Treasurer       Tris Thomas

Chaplain        Barbara Rhodes

Historian       Sheryl DeWalt

Sgt-at-Arms  Christel Lopez-

                       Berryman



POSTMASTER:  DATED MATERIAL—DO NOT DELAY

Address Service Requested

The American Legion

Laurel Post 60

2 Main Street

Laurel, Maryland 20707- 4304

Serving 

Veterans and

The Community 

Since 1932

We e-mail the website link for our Post  Newsletter and other items of interest to members that 

have access to e-mail and the Internet.  Please send your e-mail address to: 

lubyshirley@gmail.com and it will be added to our email list.  Your e-mail will be used for Post 

60 notifications only, it will NOT be given out to solicitors.

For members who do 

not have E-Mail

 If you want the Post 

Newsletter mailed to your 

home, please send the 

written request by mail to 

the Post Adjutant.

Commander's Last Shout

Post Phone: (301) 725-2302              Website:  http://laurelpost60.org

Post Meetings

General  Membership

7:00 pm Third Thursday  

Executive Committee

7:00 pm  Second Thursday
Note: Except the 2nd Thursday 

In July Due to Convention

Auxiliary Unit 60

General Membership

7:00 pm  Second Monday

SAL Squadron 60

7:00 pm  First Thursday

  American Legion Riders

    7:00 pm Second Wednesday

Thank you to Christel Lopez Berryman for the delicious pot pies on Queen of 

Hearts night.

Thank you to Dave Privott and Ray Torres for volunteering to cook during the 

Queen of Hearts night.

Thank you to Bam-Bam who is training to be a back-up caller for Friday night 

bingo!

Thank you to our Honor Guard for your dedication and commitment to our 

veterans.

Thank you, Eddie Souder, for hanging the shields above the bar in the hall and 

replacing our burnt out/lowlight bulbs throughout the Post.
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