
The American Legion

Laurel Post 60 Newsletter
“The Fun Post”Number 5  Volume 20 May 2026

Serving Veterans and the Community for 94 Years 20261932

Josie Lohman

Commander, AL Post 60

As the seasons change and warmer weather arrives, 

many of us are drawn to spend more time outdoors 

and reconnect with our community. Representing the 

American Legion, we’re proud to support our veterans 

and neighbors by offering several opportunities to get 

involved in meaningful events throughout May.

On May 2nd, we’ll be in the Main Street Festival. If 

you’d like to walk with us in the parade, we’d love to 

have you - everyone is welcome to join! On Friday, 

May 15, our Color Guard has the honor of presenting 

the colors at Black-Eyed Susan Day at Laurel Race 

Track, a proud moment for our organization.

Saturday, May 16th, will be a day of remembrance and 

camaraderie. We’ll begin by placing flags on 

veterans’ graves at Ivy Hill and St. Mary’s 

Cemeteries, honoring those who gave their lives in 

service to our country. Following this tribute, we’ll 

gather to celebrate Armed Forces Day together at the 

Post. With the Preakness taking place, we’ll also host 

a watch party and enjoy fellowship throughout the 

day.

On May 24th, at 10:00 a.m., you are invited to join the 

City of Laurel, Laurel Police Department, and Laurel 

Fire Department for a memorial ceremony at the 

Legion Monument in Ivy Hill Cemetery as we honor 

our fallen heroes.

2nd Vice Commander Tim Thomas has organized a 

full calendar of events this month. As spring weather 

can be unpredictable, bring jackets, sunscreen, and 

your best smiles to join us for these May celebrations.

It’s often said that “sharing is caring” and 

volunteering your time is one of the most meaningful 

ways to show it. Every act of service - big or small - 

helps strengthen our community, support our veterans, 

and carry forward the mission we all believe in.

Lee Luby

1st Vice Commander

1st Vice Luby accepts the Membership Award

Post 60 recently hosted the Southern Maryland 

District Oyster Bowl, an event recognizing Posts that 

achieve the highest membership percentages by a set 

date.

Thanks to the efforts of volunteers from all four units, 

everything from the fundraising games to the food 

was a great success. We are proud to share that Post 

60 earned 1st place in the 501–750 membership 

category.

Congratulations to everyone who helped us 

reach 101.737% membership! If you have not yet paid 

your dues, we encourage you to do so. Membership 

runs through June, and we would love to see that 

number climb even higher.



Post 60 Entertainment

Tim Thomas
2nd Vice Commander
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As we welcome the month of May, things are really 

starting to pick up around Post 60. Warmer weather, 

longer days, and a full calendar ahead—it’s a great 

time to stop in, reconnect, and enjoy everything our 

Post has to offer.

April brought us more great moments together, and 

it’s always great seeing the Post filled with familiar 

faces and new ones alike. That continued fellowship is 

what keeps our Legion strong.

Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 16th! 

We’re bringing the energy with our Armed Forces 

Day Celebration & Preakness Watch Party—and this 

is one you don’t want to miss!

We’ll be celebrating and honoring our current service 

members actively serving our country, while enjoying 

one of the biggest days in horse racing. This is a 

potluck event from 3pm-7pm, so bring your favorite 

covered dish to share and come hungry. On top of 

that, we’ll have games of chance going throughout the 

event to keep the excitement going all day long. Great 

food, great people, and plenty of action—it’s shaping 

up to be a fantastic time at Post 60!

Your Post 60 Color Guard has a very busy month as 

well. They kick things off by leading the Laurel Main 

Street Parade on May 2nd at 9am. A few weeks later, 

they head into an extremely busy weekend—on May 

15th, they have the honor of presenting the Colors 

before the Black-Eyed Susan Race at Laurel Race 

Track, followed by an invitation to participate in the 

Massing of the Colors at Ft. Meade on May 17th. To 

top it all off, they are currently practicing to once 

again compete in the American Legion National 

Competition in Louisville, Kentucky, this August. 

Best of luck to our Color Guard as they continue to 

represent Post 60 with pride!  When you visit the Post, 

please purchase a 50/50 ticket to help fund their 

trip.  The winner will be drawn during the July 4th 

festivities.

As always, we’ve got a DJ or live band every Friday 

and Saturday night—so grab a friend, bring a guest, 

and enjoy a night out with your fellow members. 

With Memorial Day approaching, we take time to

reflect and honor those who gave everything for our 

country. Armed Forces Day honors those currently 

serving, Memorial Day honors those heroes who gave 

their lives while serving, and Veterans Day recognizes 

all who have served.

“All gave some, some gave all.”

We’ll be gathering at the Post for a Memorial Day 

potluck from 1–3pm, with the Post providing 

hamburgers and hot dogs fresh off the grill. We invite 

everyone to come out, share a dish, and spend time 

together as we remember and honor our fallen heroes.

And of course, none of this happens without our 

volunteers. Whether you're working behind the scenes 

or stepping up when needed, your efforts truly make a 

difference. Thank you for everything you do to keep 

Post 60 running strong.

Let’s keep the momentum going into May—I look 

forward to seeing everyone around the Post!



Welcome to May at Unit 60 where a lot of events will 

be taking place throughout the month. 

Thank you to everyone who has made this a successful 

year for Unit 60. We have accomplished many things 

this year and a big “Thank You” for everything that 

our members do for our Veterans, Active-duty military 

and their families.

At our next general membership meeting on May 11th, 

we will be holding elections for the 26/27 year. Please 

note that all members at the May meeting must have 

their 2026 membership card with them. 

National Poppy Day, May 22nd, 2026

The Flanders Field Poppy, is a significant symbol of 

remembrance. It is inspired by the vivid red poppies 

that grew on the battlefields of Belgium and France 

following World War I. It is a recognized symbol in 

the U.S. for those who have served since World War I 

to honor those who served and died for our country in 

all wars. It reminds Americans of the sacrifices made 

by our veterans while protecting our freedoms. The 

American Legion Auxiliary is going above and beyond 

to engage our community and bring awareness to the 

meaning of the poppy:

On Saturday May 9th, 7:00 - 9:30 pm: Unit 60 and 

friends will begin to dance the night away in support of 

the 5K (7,000 steps) virtual, 2026 program. If you’re 

interested in participating: Contact Nancy Gebicke 

(oceanboundlady@aol.com or by phone: 301-233-

3896. If you don’t want to dance, you can sponsor a 

dancing participant or make a donation.

On Friday, May 22nd, wear a red poppy to honor the 

fallen and support the living who have worn our 

nation’s uniform. Unit 60 Auxiliary will be present at 

Mission BBQ (Laurel) on May 22nd at 11:30 am to 

distribute poppies and express appreciation to each 

veteran who visits.

Fill the wreath (entire month of May): Pick a poppy 

and in memory of a friend or loved one, write their 

name on the tag and attach it to the poppy wreath. 

Wreath is located at the post entrance.

Heart Wreath: Auxiliary members have created a 

poppy and light Heart Wreath to display at the post, 

raising awareness of the poppy program and its 

meaning.

PAGE  3                                                                                      THE AMERICAN LEGION    Number 5 VOL. 20

Auxiliary Unit 60

Carolyn Monko
ALA President

pp

Our fun continues into the summer with the ALA 

version of Bar Bingo every Wednesday evening 

starting after Memorial Day.  The ALA Convention 

in Ocean City is set for July 14th through the 17th. 

Delegates will be voted on at the June General 

Membership meeting.

This June is Girls State and we are glad to announce 

that the Auxiliary is sponsoring 12 girls with help 

from the SAL and Legion Families. For one week, 

the girls will learn about patriotic and civic duties, 

government, and the electoral process. One of the 

activities they have is a Coin Challenge (previously 

called the Penny Wars). There will be a coin 

donation jar in the lounge for anyone interested in 

lightening their pockets and helping out a wonderful 

program. If you would like more information about 

what Girls State (and Boys State) is all about, you 

can go to: https://mdboysgirlsstate.org/girls-state

USO Book Drive! The Unit is collecting books for 

the Baltimore Washington Airport USO. They are 

looking for books for all ages. Adult books can be 

any genre but must be paperbacks, in good to new 

condition. Children’s books can be board books, 

chapter books, picture books (all either paperback or 

hardback). They ask that the children’s books be in 

very good to new condition. There will be a 

donation bin in the lounge along with a list of ideas 

of books for children.

mailto:oceanboundlady@aol.com
mailto:oceanboundlady@aol.com
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https://mdboysgirlsstate.org/girls-state
https://mdboysgirlsstate.org/girls-state
https://mdboysgirlsstate.org/girls-state
https://mdboysgirlsstate.org/girls-state
https://mdboysgirlsstate.org/girls-state
https://mdboysgirlsstate.org/girls-state
https://mdboysgirlsstate.org/girls-state


The Queen has been found!!

Post Family member Beth Henehan made the lucky 

pick and went home a very happy winner.

She graciously gave $1,000 of her winnings back to the 

Sons of the American Legion in support of their many 

causes.

Squadron 60 would like to thank everyone who turned 

out week after week to support this fundraising effort.
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SAL Squadron 60
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Beth Henehan is all smiles after picking the Queen 

of Hearts. Squadron Commander Eddie Souder 

smiles as if he won the money.



APRIL WAS NATIONAL VOLUNTEER 

MONTH!  Commander Josie Lohman, Bruce Person, 

Lenny Francioni and Nancy Gebicke represented the 

American Legion Post 60, at the City of Laurel 

Government Volunteer Fair on Saturday, April 18th. 

We had the opportunity to provide information about 

the many ways to volunteer at the American Legion, 

and we had a lot of fun connecting with the 

community.

Volunteering strengthens communities by providing 

crucial, cost-effective support for schools, charities, 

and environmental projects, boosting local resilience. 

For individuals, it fosters personal growth, enhances 

mental and physical health, and provides a sense of 

accomplishment and increases self-esteem.  

Volunteering is a two-way street that builds social 

capital and purpose.

meaning.
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AL Riders

Bruce Person
Past Director
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Bruce, Nancy, Lenny and Kayla Clarke, Laurel 

Council Member 

Bruce and Meowser from Laurel Cats

Cathy Williams, Laurel Rescue, and Post 60 

Commander Josie Lohman

Photos:Gina Wade and Jannet Cunningham
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Post 60 Giving Back to the Laurel Community

The Post 60 family 

presented donations to 

Laurel’s community first 

responders in support of 

their various programs. 

The recipients included 

Gold Star Moms, the 

Laurel Volunteer Fire 

Department, the Laurel 

Rescue Squad, and the 

Laurel Police Department. 

In total, The American 

Legion Post 60 family 

contributed over $24,000 

to the local community, 

underscoring its ongoing 

dedication to veterans and 

community service.

         STRONGER

 TOGETHER!!
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1 June 2026 
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Other Notes/Dates Of Interest

-  If you wish to submit articles and pictures for the newsletter, please submit them to the editor at: 

oxonhillbilly@comcast.net. Articles and pictures must be about the Legion Family, veterans or the community 

Post 60 supports.  All information must be received by the deadline of 8:00 AM, 22nd  of the month to make it 

into the current newsletter.  Submissions after that date will make it into the following month’s newsletter.
 

- Please join us on our Facebook page, American Legion -Laurel  Post 60 for Post 60 website links, newsletters, 

  entertainment and activities that are posted on the page. 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/364213691671/  

Legion Riders

Director           Lenny Francioni

Asst Director   Larry Morrell

Secretary         Christel Lopez-                        

                         Berryman

Treasurer         Barclay Butler       

Sgt-at-Arms    Joe Lohman

Chaplain          Charley Buckley

Safety Officer  Vacant

Road Captain   Pedro Lopez

Membership     Larry Morrell

Public Affairs   Quinn Harry

Post 60 Officers

Commander         Josie Lohman

1st  Vice               Lee Luby

2ndVice               Tim Thomas

Judge Advocate   Richard Harding

Finance Officer   Pedro Lopez

Chaplain              Martin Berman

Resource Officer  David Privott

Historian              John Musgrove       

Sgt-at-Arms         Melvin Campbell

Adjutant               Mac McNally

SAL Squadron 60

Commander   Eddie Souder

1st Vice          Vacant

2ndVice          Rob Monko

3rd Vice          Vacant

Finance          Vacant

Chaplain        Tony Scovitch

Sgt-at-Arms   Charlie Turner

Historian        Vacant

Adjutant         Joe Lohman

Parliamentarian  Vacant

Advisor          Vacant

Auxiliary Unit 60

President       Carolyn Monko

1st Vice         Penny Garrett

2nd Vice        Denise Person

Secretary       Christel Lopez-

                       Berryman

Treasurer       Tris Thomas

Chaplain        Barbara Rhodes

Historian       Sheryl DeWalt

Sgt-at-Arms  Christel Lopez-

                       Berryman



POSTMASTER:  DATED MATERIAL—DO NOT DELAY

Address Service Requested

The American Legion

Laurel Post 60

2 Main Street

Laurel, Maryland 20707- 4304

Serving 

Veterans and

The Community 

Since 1932

We e-mail the website link for our Post  Newsletter and other items of interest to members that 

have access to e-mail and the Internet.  Please send your e-mail address to: 

lubyshirley@gmail.com and it will be added to our email list.  Your e-mail will be used for Post 

60 notifications only, it will NOT be given out to solicitors.

For members who do 

not have E-Mail

 If you want the Post 

Newsletter mailed to your 

home, please send the 

written request by mail to 

the Post Adjutant.

Commander's Last Shout

Post Phone: (301) 725-2302              Website:  http://laurelpost60.org

Post Meetings

General  Membership

7:00 pm Third Thursday  

Executive Committee

7:00 pm  Second Thursday
Note: Except the 2nd Thursday 

In July Due to Convention

Auxiliary Unit 60

General Membership

7:00 pm  Second Monday

SAL Squadron 60

7:00 pm  First Thursday

  American Legion Riders

    7:00 pm Second Wednesday

A big thank you to Gary Warner for his assistance with electrical work in the snack 

shack, and to Rob Delisi for taking care of the plumbing. We appreciate you both!

Our sincere gratitude goes to the dedicated Bingo team from Post 60 for hosting 

another successful designer bag Bingo event.

We are grateful to Joe Lohman for maintaining our ballfield and preparing it for 

Little League activities. 

Additionally, we thank Dave Privott for chairing the SMR Oyster Bowl and 

ensuring its success.

And a very BIG Thank You to Brenda Kearns who is retiring from being editor-

extraordinaire on the Post 60 Newsletter. Brenda’s literary talents will be sorely 

missed. Thank you Breanda for all that you have done over the many years for this 

publication.
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