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September was a month that touched our hearts in 

many ways. Our Labor Day picnic gave us a 

wonderful chance to relax, laugh, and enjoy one 

another’s company, and it meant so much to see so 

many members gathered together. 

On the 25th anniversary of the tragic events of 

September 11th, 2001, we were honored to be invited 

by the City of Laurel to take part in its 9/11 memorial 

program. Standing with our community to reflect, 

remember, and honor the lives lost was deeply 

meaningful, and we are truly grateful for the 

opportunity to help carry forward the promise to never 

forget.

On September 19th, we shared another unforgettable 

moment as we hosted an Honor Flight from Maine. 

The day brought tears, warmth, and memories we will 

carry for a lifetime. Seeing the pride in the veterans’ 

eyes was deeply humbling, and we welcomed them 

like family, offering the respect and gratitude they 

deserve. What began with handshakes ended in 

heartfelt hugs, as if we had known one another for 

years. If you have a moment, ask someone about the 

event and you will hear the excitement and pride this 

tremendous day inspired.

September also brought our Post inspection, an 

important review of the hard work, organization, and 

dedication that keeps our Post running strong. We are 

proud to share that, thanks to everyone’s continued 

commitment and attention to detail, we passed with 

flying colors!

Joseph Pruden(center), was inducted into 

ANAVICUS at Nationals in Kentucky

ANAVICUS (Army, Navy and Air Force Veterans in 

Canada United States) is a unit of ANAVETS – the 

Canadian veterans organization founded in 1840. The 

United States charter was presented in 1953 during 

The American Legion's national convention in St. 

Louis where the first ANAVICUS meeting was held. 

There are 1,200 members in ANAVICUS, and all are 

American Legion past national commanders and other 

distinguished Legionnaires. ANAVICUS membership 

is by invitation only, and new members are inducted 

twice a year at national convention and the 

Washington Conference.

ANAVICUS also presents nine scholarships a year that 

are in memory of a distinguished ANAVICUS 

member. 

Congratulations to Joseph for his induction into this 

notable organization. 



Honor Flight

At the Fun Post

Sara B. Berschet
The American Legion Post 60 had the honor of hosting 

dinner for the Honor Flight from Maine on 19 SEP 

2026. There were 75 Veterans and their Guardians. We 

had one veteran from WWII, Charles Presby, at 99 

years old. The majority of veterans were from 

Vietnam. There were also a few who served in Korea, 

Lebanon, Grenada, Panama, Gulf War and Global War 

On Terrorism. We had THE best team of volunteers 

that worked hard to make this an extraordinarily 

memorable evening for everyone. It was a job well 

done by our Legion team.

We will never forget the sight of our Riders leading the 

way as the busses rolled in under that huge Garrison 

flag flying on display via Savage Volunteer Fire 

Department followed by our Legion flag line, live 

military music from a volunteer Fife and Drum Corps 

and dozens of well-wishers to greet them. I was told 

that when the Veterans first rounded the corner to the 

Legion, they thought there was a problem because of 

the Laurel City police cars and fire truck that were out 

front. When they realized it was for them…. their tears 

started flowing. That’s a strikingly exceptional first 

impression. Then, once inside the hall, the Service 

Song Medley and Posting of the Colors were 

masterfully executed. Throughout the night, Butch, 

kept the energy flowing with a great selection of songs. 

We also had a picture slide show playing. People we 

able to send in their pictures from the day and we 

showed them during their dinner with us.

Big kudos go out to everyone who put together the gift 

bags for the Veterans and the To Go bags for 

everybody. In the gift bags we had personalized Tent 

Cards and key tags with their name and branch of 

service on it that were created by our members, Thank 

You cards that were also created by us, M&Ms and a 

Veteran Thank for Your Service Hat pin. We handed 

out flag pins to all the people on the trip.

We received numerous enthusiastic comments about 

all the young volunteers from St. Mary’s American 

Heritage Girls and Laurel High School Junior ROTC 

Cadets. They did a fantastic job and as it worked out, 

we had a young volunteer for every table. Dinner was 

provided by Mission BBQ and was served in a very 

timely and praiseworthy effort. I think it was a 

wonderful opportunity for all our young volunteers. 
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They were beaming with pride. After dinner, we had 

remarks made by Laurel Councilman Adrian Simmons 

followed by an Honor Flight “Mail Call” in which they 

received letters from their loved ones.

We have big hearts at our Legion who contributed to 

the bar tab which allowed the Veterans to drink for 

free. Some gestures such as that are more powerful 

than words could ever be. As a sweet touch our 

members also donated cookies and Hershey Kisses.

Another gift we gave them was the song we created for 

them. Few things in life are perfect. That song is 

PERFECT!! Big shout out to Dave and Brian for that 

creation. We tried to play the song while they were at 

dinner, but the room was too loud. On the way back to 

their hotel, it was played for them on all the busses. 

Can you imagine what that must have been like?

Our cake cutting reminded all the veterans of past 

ceremonies they would have experience during their 

time in service. A wonderful reminder of a time-

honored tradition and celebrating the past and the 

future.

During the Honor Flight dinner, I received a text at 

6:07 pm from Elizabeth who was their lead for the 

event. It said, “WOW WOW WOW WOW WOW 

WOW WOW WOW”.

Check out the next two 

pages for photos of this 

memorable event!
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Post 60 Hosts 

Honor Flight Maine

19 SEP 2026
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Post 60 Entertainment

Tim Thomas
2nd Vice Commander

Fall is here, football is back, Halloween is around the 

corner, and things continue to stay busy at Post 60 – 

“The Fun Post!”

First, I want to thank everyone who came out for our 

Labor Day Potluck. Once again, our members 

stepped up with plenty of great food and even better 

company. These events are successful because of the 

people who bring a dish, lend a hand, stick around to 

help clean up, or simply come through the door and 

enjoy some time with fellow members. Thank you to 

everyone who helped make it another successful Post 

60 event!

October is going to keep us busy.

On Sunday, October 4th, we're combining two things 

that go pretty well together — Football & Breakfast! 

The Washington Commanders take on the 

Indianapolis Colts with kickoff at 9:30 AM.

Doors and the Lounge open at 9:00 AM, and for $14 

you can enjoy an all-you-can-eat breakfast while 

watching the game on the big screen in Allen Hall. If 

breakfast isn't your thing and you'd rather just enjoy 

the game with a cold beverage, we'll have it playing in 

the Lounge as well. Either way, there's no reason to 

watch this one from the couch at home!

And, as always during football season, we'll be putting 

out some football food during the 1:00 PM games on 

Sundays. All we ask is for a small monetary donation. 

Those donations go right back toward buying food 

supplies for the following Sunday, helping us keep it 

going throughout football season.

We're also going to change things up from time to 

time. It won't always be the usual hot dogs and light 

snacks. Every now and then, we may put together 

something a little different. We're not going to 

announce what's on the menu either! You'll just 

have to stop by Post 60 on Sunday, grab a cold 

beverage, watch some football and see what we've 

come up with to fill your belly that week!

Then, we're closing out October with something brand 

new for Post 60, and we're hoping it becomes an 

annual tradition — our inaugural “Halloween: From 

Daylight into the Darkness!”
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The entire Halloween celebration is FREE and OPEN 

TO THE PUBLIC. Our goal is to give local families a 

place where they can come out, stay in one location, 

and enjoy a full day and evening of Halloween 

activities without having to run all over town.

We'll start with the Kids Halloween Party at 3:30 

PM, followed by our Halloween Parade at 5:30 PM. 

At 6:00 PM, the evening activities begin with Trunk 

or Treat, Bam Bam's Haunted Trail, and Kickball.

You don't have to participate in everything. Come for 

one activity, come for a few, or make a full day of it 

and stay for them all. We simply want families to have 

a safe, fun, local place where they can enjoy 

Halloween together. All outdoor activities will, of 

course, be weather permitting.

Since this is our first time putting together an event this 

large, we're going to need a strong turnout from our 

Post 60 volunteers to make it successful. Sign-up 

sheets for the different activities are located in the 

Sign-Up Binder at the Post, so please put your name 

down wherever you can lend a hand — even if it's only 

for one portion of the day. With the support of our 

Legion Family, we can give local families a great 

Halloween while also opening our doors and showing 

the Laurel community what Post 60 and the 

American Legion are all about.

And when the kids' activities begin winding down, 

Halloween at Post 60 isn't over!

Out of Order will be playing Halloween night in the 

Lounge. Costumes are encouraged, so after a full day 

of Halloween fun with the family, stick around, grab a 

cold beverage, enjoy some live music and show us 

your best costume.

I hope to see everyone throughout October. Bring the 

family, bring a friend, wear a costume, eat some 

breakfast, watch some football and enjoy “The Fun 

Post"



Big changes are happening in the American Legion 

Auxiliary! As of the 2026 American Legion National 

Convention, Auxiliary eligibility is open to women and men 

that have qualifying family service members. Qualifications 

include; spouses, children, grandchildren, siblings, and 

parents of eligible service members. This also includes 

adopted children and siblings (no step-relatives).  Women 

are also welcome to join under their own service record as 

well.  We are looking forward to a great membership drive. 

Please contact myself or Tris Thomas with any questions on 

eligibility and/or to turn in an application. Members are 

voted in at the regular general membership meetings on the 

2nd Monday of the month. For anyone interested in attending 

a meeting please join us for a light dinner buffet at 6:30 

followed by the meeting at 7:00.

Thank you to all of the Auxiliary members who helped to 

make the Honor Flight a huge success!!! Our members 

decorated the hall, made snack bags and other treats for the 

Veterans, participated in the welcoming ceremony, and, 

most importantly, spent time with them and listened to their 

stories. We had a group of the Laurel High Junior ROTC, 

including one of our Girls State participants, show up to 

help out and honor our Veterans. The American Heritage 

Girls group, from St. Mary of the Mills church, also showed 

up with wonderful enthusiasm and hard work and charmed 

everyone.

Our Crab Feast is coming up on October 17th and we are 

sold out however, we always welcome our volunteers for the 

event and “The Fun Post” always has a great time working 

the event. 

Halloween will be different at Post 60 this year with a joint 

participation by all of the Legion Family. Festivities will 

start with the Children’s Halloween Party at 3:30 for the 

younger children.  The party continues at 5:30 when the kids 

parade through the lounge to show off their costumes and 

collect treats from the members. At 6:00 the evening opens 

up to a variety of activities in which families can participate. 

The parking lot will host the Trunk-or-Treat, Kickball under 

the Lights will be running on the ball field, and those daring 

enough can walk the Haunted Trail in the woods. Come out 

for any or all of the activities or to volunteer.

Got foreign coins or bills tucked away from a trip abroad? 

Unit 60 is collecting them to support UNICEF’s Change for 

Good Program, which funds nutrition, clean water, and 

emergency relief for children worldwide. Any country, any 

amount-just drop it in the collection jar on the front counter!

We are still collecting gently used and new shoes to benefit 

Girls State and books for the USO. Books can.

be for any age however they ask that adult books be

softcover as they will take these with them on the plane.
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Auxiliary Unit 60

Carolyn Monko

ALA President they ask



On September 11th and 18th, the ALR ran the 50/50 at 

Friday night Bingo which were both very good nights 

and we raised a good amount of money for the ALR.

September 19th was an incredible day where the ALR 

was honored to escort the 3 Maine Veteran Buses from 

The Navy Memorial on Pennsylvania Ave. in 

Washington, DC back to Post 60. All of the veterans 

were very impressed that we were able to do this and it 

was a great honor for all of us who joined. Christel 

Berryman-Lopez, Len Busso, Karen Busso, Bill 

Gordon, Tracy Butcher and BamBam had a wonderful 

time talking to and shaking hands with the Veterans.

And finally, on the 26th we hosted the Maryland State 

ALR Meeting which thanks to all the volunteers and 

attendees went off without a hitch. The food was 

excellent and the camaraderie was also great. Thanks 

again to the volunteers and donors with whom made 

this a great event.

AL Post 60 Riders

BamBam Morell

Director
September was a pretty busy month for the ALR. On 

September 5th, 2026 six riders rode down to DC for the 

Vietnam Memorial Wall Washing. Lenny Francioni, 

Greg Pavelik, BamBam, Kevin Newman and Pick 

Pickering got up nice and early and volunteered our 

morning for this worthwhile event.

On September the 12th  5 riders rode up to Darlington, 

MD for the Hope and Peace Foundation’s 15th annual 

9/11 Patriot Ride. This is Maryland’s largest Police 

Escorted ride and I was very honored to be able to 

present two checks totaling $1000 to this very worthy 

cause. $500.00 came from the ALR and the Post 60 

Family matched our donation of $500.00. Stephan 

Snyder, Yan Forrester, Bill Gordon, Lenny Francioni 

and BamBam attended and had a wonderful ride. The 

amount of people standing on the roadside waving 

flags, saluting and cheering was just incredible to see 

and hear. Stephan Syder had the honor of carrying one 

of the Gold Star Mothers on the back of his bike. 

How’s that for awesome!
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Other Notes/Dates Of Interest

-  If you wish to submit articles and pictures for the newsletter, please submit them to the editor at: 

oxonhillbilly@comcast.net. Articles and pictures must be about the Legion Family, veterans or the community 

Post 60 supports.  All information must be received by the deadline of 8:00 AM, 22nd  of the month to make it 

into the current newsletter.  Submissions after that date will make it into the following month’s newsletter.
 

- Please join us on our Facebook page, American Legion -Laurel  Post 60 for Post 60 website links, newsletters, 

  entertainment and activities that are posted on the page. 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/364213691671/  

Legion Riders

Director           Larry Morrell

Asst Director   Bruce Person

Secretary         Christel Lopez-                        

                         Berryman

Treasurer         Joe Lohman

Sgt-at-Arms     Yan Forrester

Chaplain          Charley Buckley

Safety Officer  Len Busso

Road Captain   Pedro Lopez

Membership     Tracy Butcher

Public Affairs   Renee Behling

Post 60 Officers

Commander         Josie Lohman

1st  Vice               Lee Luby

2ndVice               Tim Thomas

Judge Advocate   Richard Harding

Finance Officer   Pedro Lopez

Chaplain              Martin Berman

Resource Officer  David Privott

Historian              John Musgrove       

Sgt-at-Arms         Melvin Campbell

Adjutant               Mac McNally

SAL Squadron 60

Commander   Joe Lohman

1st Vice          Eddie Souder

2ndVice         Vacant

3rd Vice          Ray Torres

Finance          Rob Monko

Chaplain        Tony Scovitch

Sgt-at-Arms   Charlie Turner

Historian        Tom Allen

Adjutant         Joe Lohman

Parliamentarian  Bob DiPietro

Advisor          John Musgrove

Auxiliary Unit 60

President       Carolyn Monko

1st Vice         Penny Garrett

2nd Vice        Denise Person

Secretary       Christel Lopez-

                       Berryman

Treasurer       Tris Thomas

Chaplain        Barbara Rhodes

Historian       Sheryl DeWalt

Sgt-at-Arms  Christel Lopez-

                       Berryman



POSTMASTER:  DATED MATERIAL—DO NOT DELAY

Address Service Requested

The American Legion

Laurel Post 60

2 Main Street

Laurel, Maryland 20707- 4304

Serving 

Veterans and

The Community 

Since 1932

We e-mail the website link for our Post  Newsletter and other items of interest to members that 

have access to e-mail and the Internet.  Please send your e-mail address to: 

lubyshirley@gmail.com and it will be added to our email list.  Your e-mail will be used for Post 

60 notifications only, it will NOT be given out to solicitors.

For members who do 

not have E-Mail

 If you want the Post 

Newsletter mailed to your 

home, please send the 

written request by mail to 

the Post Adjutant.

Commander's Last Shout

Post Phone: (301) 725-2302              Website:  http://laurelpost60.org

Post Meetings

General  Membership

7:00 pm Third Thursday  

Executive Committee

7:00 pm  Second Thursday
Note: Except the 2nd Thursday 

In July Due to Convention

Auxiliary Unit 60

General Membership

7:00 pm  Second Monday

SAL Squadron 60

7:00 pm  First Thursday

  American Legion Riders

    7:00 pm Second Wednesday

Thank you to Eddie and Andy Souder for adding the additional bricks into our 

brick garden. 

Thank you to all our volunteers that came out numerous times to create gifts for 

our visiting Honor Flight.   

Thank you to Sandy Stoner for making over 200 flag pins for our volunteers and 

Honor Flight. 

Thank you to Abbey for taking us kicking and screaming into the 21 st century, we 

are now on Instagram! 

Thank you to Joe Lohman and Bam-Bam for getting our haunted trail ready for 

Halloween. 

Thank you to Tim and Tris for preparing delicious food for our Sunday football 

games. 

Thank you to the Rhodes Family for showing us what family is all about!
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