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It's that time of year again—time to reflect on what we've 

accomplished, renew our memberships, and look ahead to 

another great year together. We're fortunate to have so 

many members who are always willing to step up, 

volunteer, and lend a hand whenever needed. Because of 

your dedication, our Post continues to make a difference 

for veterans, their families, and our community. With 

school back in session, football season kicking off, and a 

busy calendar ahead, there's no shortage of opportunities to 

get involved. Let's continue supporting one another, staying 

active in our communities, and showing people what the 

American Legion is all about.

If you haven't renewed your membership yet, now is a 

great time to do so. Every membership helps strengthen our 

voice and supports the programs and services we provide 

throughout the year.

We're also excited to welcome our newest members. We 

hope you'll jump in, attend events, and share your ideas. If 

you know another veteran who might enjoy being part of 

our Legion family, invite them to stop by and see what we're 

all about. Taking care of veterans is why we're here. 

Whether it's helping someone find information about 

benefits, lending a hand during a difficult time, or simply 

checking in on a fellow veteran, those small acts of support 

make a big difference. If you know a veteran who could use 

assistance or just someone to talk to, please let us know. 

Together, we can make sure no veteran feels alone.

Our Post has always believed in giving back. As the year 

moves forward, we'll have plenty of opportunities to support 

local schools, participate in community events, and help 

with service projects. Whether it's volunteering for a 

fundraiser, supporting a food drive, helping with holiday 

programs, or representing the Legion at local events, every 

little bit helps. Being visible in our community reminds 

people that veterans are still serving—just in different ways.

Let’s keep strengthening those bonds!

Laurel Post 60’s  

2026 National Color Guard Competition Team

Photo credit: Jeffery Thorne



Post 60 Entertainment

Tim Thomas
2nd Vice Commander

August has been another busy month around Post 60, 

and as always, I want to start by thanking everyone 

who continues to support our Post, our programs, and 

our events.

Earlier this month, Post 60 hosted the Sons of The 

American Legion Detachment of Maryland, Summer 

Detachment Executive Committee (DEC). It was great 

to welcome members of the SAL from across 

Maryland to our Post. Thank you to everyone who 

helped prepare the Post, worked the event, and made 

our visitors feel welcome.

We also hosted the Detachment of Maryland 

Bartenders Challenge. It was another afternoon of 

friendly competition, plenty of laughs, and most 

importantly, support for the programs of the Sons of 

The American Legion. Thank you to everyone who 

participated, volunteered, or simply came out to 

support the event.

As I write this article, members of the Post 60 Color 

Guard are preparing to travel to Louisville, Kentucky, 

to compete in the American Legion National Color 

Guard Competition.

This group has put in many months of practices, 

fundraising, and preparation to get to this point. I want 

to personally thank every member of the Post 60 

family who supported the Color Guard along the way. 

Whether you bought a raffle ticket, attended a 

fundraiser, offered words of encouragement, or simply 

wished us luck — you were part of this journey.

As the Color Guard Competition Captain, I am 

extremely proud of the work and commitment this 

team has put in over the past several months. The hours 

of practice, preparation, and fundraising have all led to 

the opportunity to represent Post 60 and the entire 

Maryland American Legion Family on the national 

stage. Regardless of where the judges place us, I 

couldn't be prouder of this team. See the following 

page for results.

September at Post 60

Summer may be winding down, but things certainly 

aren't slowing down at Post 60.

Our Labor Day Potluck will be held Monday, 

September 7, from 1–3 PM. The Post will provide
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hamburgers and hot dogs, and we ask everyone

attending to bring a dish or dessert to share.

Representatives from all Post 60 units will also be 

available during the Labor Day Potluck to help 

members renew their memberships for the year 2027. 

Renewing early will qualify you for our Early Bird 

Social in October.

If you haven't renewed yet, this is a great opportunity 

to take care of it while enjoying an afternoon with your 

Post 60 family

Get Involved

I probably sound like a broken record with this, but I'll 

keep saying it: Get involved! You don't have to attend 

every meeting or volunteer for every event. Come to 

one event. Volunteer for a couple of hours. Attend a 

meeting. Ask an officer where we could use some help. 

There is a lot that happens behind the scenes to keep 

Post 60 moving forward, and many times it is the same 

group of people doing the work. The more members 

who get involved, the easier it becomes for everyone 

— and the stronger our Post becomes.

Post 60 belongs to all of us. Come out, get involved, 

meet some people, and help us continue doing what we 

do for our Veterans and our community.

For God and Country,

Tim
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3:30 pm

2026 American Legion 

National Color Guard 

Competition

Louisville, Kentucky

Post 60 Color Guard 

2nd Place Advance & Retire

2nd Place: Open Class

CG Members (l-r): 

Abbey Rigney

Eddie Souder

Tim Thomas 

CJ Thomas

Charlie Turner

Photo credits: Jeff Thorne

Photo credit: City of Louisville, KY



Post 60 Resource Officer

David Privott, Jr.

American Legion Post 60 Resource 

Officer: Here to Serve You

Your Questions. Your Needs. Your Resource

The Resource Officer at American Legion Post 60 is 

available to help members, veterans, their families, and 

others who may need assistance navigating the many 

resources and benefits available through The American 

Legion and the community.

Whether you have a question about veterans’ benefits 

or simply don't know where to turn for assistance, the 

Resource Officer can help point you in the right 

direction.

How I Can Help

Your Post 60 Resource Officer can assist with 

information and guidance concerning:

• VA benefits and claims: General information about           

VA compensation, pension, healthcare, and other      

benefits.

• Veterans Service Officer (VSO) resources: 

Assistance connecting veterans with accredited 

representatives who can provide help with VA 

claims and appeals.

• Healthcare resources: Information on VA healthcare 

and available community resources.

• Education benefits: Guidance on available 

education and training resources for veterans and 

eligible family members.

• Employment assistance: Information about veteran 

employment programs, job resources, and career 

assistance.

• Housing and financial resources: Help identify 

available community, state, and federal assistance 

programs.

• Military records and documentation: Information on 

obtaining military records and other documents that 

may be needed for benefits.

• Emergency and community assistance: Help 

connect veterans and families with organizations 

that may be able to aid during difficult times.

• American Legion programs and services: 

Information about programs available through the 

American Legion and Post 60.
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• Referrals and resources: If we don't have the 

answer, we'll help you find the person or 

organization that does.

No Appointment Necessary

Your Resource Officer is David Privott and is 

available at American Legion Post 60 every Tuesday 

and Thursday from 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM. 

No appointment is necessary.

Serving those who served and their families.

American Legion Post 60 

Resource 

Officer: Here to Serve You



I thought it was a busy summer, but the Unit is gearing up 

for an even busier Fall! 

We are kicking it off with our membership drive during the 

Labor Day Picnic on September 7th. The picnic runs from 

1:00 to 3:00 p.m. and representatives from each Legion 

Family will be on hand to renew your membership with an 

Early Bird stamp. Renew by October 1st to be included in 

the Early Bird event later that month with drinks, food, fun, 

and prizes. You can also renew at the Post by asking for Tris 

or Carolyn or leave your payment with the bartender and we 

will mail your card to you. Another way to renew is online 

at the American Legion Auxiliary website:

 https://www.legion-aux.org/

The Auxiliary Fall Craft Show is on September 12th from 10 

a.m. until 3:00 p.m. Bring your friends and spread the word 

at church, school, and work. There will be plenty of crafters, 

food, and music. For more information or if you are 

interested in being a crafter, contact Penny Garrett @ 

Fallcraftfairunit60@gmail.com 

On Saturday, September 19th, we have the privilege of 

hosting an Honor Flight with Veterans from Maine. Honor 

Flights are one of the most memorable and moving events 

that you can attend at the American Legion and a great way 

to give thanks and recognition to the men and women who 

served our Country. If you are interested in helping and/or 

attending, please contact Sara Berschet at 

Sara.b.berschet.civ@health.mil.

The Gold Star Mothers have invited us to help make Cards 

for the Troops on Saturday, October 3rd. They will be at the 

Post from 12:30 until 2:30 to make handmade cards that will 

be sent to our troops for them to send to family and friends. 

If you would like to help, please RSVP to Theresa Karlson 

by September 11th, at 0911marinemom@gmail.com or 

text/call 240-459-9982. All materials are provided.

The Auxiliary Crab Feast is on October 17th from 3:30 to 

7:00 p.m. Tickets are $70.00 and can be purchased at the 

Post. Please contact Carolyn Monko at 

carlymon4@gmail.com. As always, the volunteers have the 

most fun!!! If you would like to volunteer, there is a sign-up 

sheet in the lounge, or you can email me at the above 

address.

It’s time for the Auxiliary to have their own T-shirt! We 

would like our membership to participate in choosing a 

design and color. If you have an idea or design, bring it to 

the September meeting or send it to me at: 

carlymon4@gmail.com

Please remember that we are still collecting school supplies, 

gently used or new books for the USO (softcover only for 

adults), and pop top/pull tabs from cans. There are 

collection boxes in the lounge.
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Auxiliary Unit 60

Carolyn Monko

ALA President
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The SAL membership cards have arrived for 2027. 

We are thrilled to share that our membership renewal 

performance is currently higher than last year. Your 

continued commitment allows us to expand our 

mission and reach new heights in 2027. 

Regular members will continue to receive $5 off the 

general membership rate until September 3rd, 2026. 

Make sure you renew today to ensure you receive the 

discount.

Dues Rate:

Regular members = $20 (renew before or on 

September 3rd)

Regular members = $25 (renew after September 3rd)

Junior members (under 21) = $15

Dual members (legion and SAL) = $10

A Hot day could not stop this year's Car Show as a 

large display overcame difficult conditions. Ninety-

six vehicles took part in the event, creating a 

substantial display for automotive fans. The ninety-two 

cars formed the main part of the show, while the four 

bikes added another point of interest for visitors.

A lineup of this size gives guests more chances to 

compare vehicles, take photos, and start conversations. 

It also gives organizers a strong base for judging, 

display planning, and community activities when those 

features are part of the event.

Bringing a vehicle to a show takes planning before the 

event even begins. Owners must prepare their vehicles, 

arrange transportation, and spend time presenting them 

in good condition. Completing those tasks in hot, 

humid weather shows a prominent level of 

commitment. The weather affected how spectators 

enjoyed the show. Most chose to spend their time in 

air-conditioned areas rather than remain outside for 

extended periods. That choice reduced the flow of 

people around the outdoor display, especially during 

the warmest parts of the day.

Our heartfelt thanks go to the volunteers who planned, 

prepared, welcomed guests, supported fundraising, and 

stayed through cleanup. Your teamwork created a 

respectful and welcoming event for veterans, families, 

and neighbors.

We also thank DJ Butch for providing music, 

equipment, announcements, and a wonderful spirit of 

support. Your contribution helped bring people.
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SAL Squadron 60

Joe Lohman

SQDN 60 Commander pp

together and made the gathering memorable. We 

appreciate every partner who gave us time, space, 

supplies, or funds, and we look forward to continuing 

this support for veterans and our local community 

On August 10th, Squadron 60 in conjunction with 

the American Red Cross held another successful 

Blood Drive in Allen Hall. The Red Cross was able to 

collect twenty-three pints of blood for local Patients. 

Depending on blood-bank standards and patient needs, 

donated blood may support people facing surgery, 

cancer treatment, emergency care, childbirth 

complications, or other medical procedures. A sincere 

thank you to all of our generous donors for supporting 

our blood drive and helping make a difference in the 

lives of those in need.

We also want to extend our heartfelt appreciation to all 

the wonderful volunteers who gave their time and 

energy to set up the hall and prepare everything for the 

blood drive. Your hard work, dedication, and 

willingness to help behind the scenes are deeply 

appreciated.

Because of your generosity and teamwork, we were 

able to create an environment where our community 

could come together to give the gift of life.

Flag Replacement. The squadron continues its efforts 

to replace flags throughout our community and ensure 

that all flags being flown are serviceable and displayed 

in respectable conditions.

If you see a flag in the community that is damaged, 

worn, or otherwise in need of replacement, please 

notify one of the squadron officers. In most cases, we 

can obtain and replace a new flag within approximately 

one week.

Thank you for helping us keep our community’s flags 

flying proudly and respectfully.

The annual Sons of the American Legion Southern 

Maryland Region Drawdown event is scheduled for 

October 24th, 2026, at Post 60. The ticket price this 

year remains the same at $50, which gives you 

admittance for two, includes beer and soda, limited 

open bar for an hour, dinner (includes roast beef, 

chicken, sides and dessert) and a chance to win up to 

$1,000 in cash prizes. Please refer to the flyer in this 

newsletter for additional information. Tickets can be 

purchased from Joe Lohman.
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Squadron 60 and the Community

Car Shows Flag Replacement



American Legion Riders – Sunday, August 23

Summer rider events for American Legion Riders 

throughout the state are numerous. But Post 60 Riders 

often have special, leisurely rides throughout the 

season. This past week we ventured off on a short and 

slow-paced luncheon ride through Howard and 

Montgomery counties, stopping at the Sunrise General 

Store to pick up great sandwiches, then motored over 

to Sundown Road Park to picnic under the pavilion in a 

refreshing breeze.

As you can see, not everyone had a motorcycle. Autos 

are welcome, along with guests of the ALR. Everyone 

has a good time.

After some photos it was time to head back to Laurel 

(and points in between) to close out a terrific ride, great 

food, fun socializing, and most importantly, a safe, 

easy ride.
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AL Riders

Bruce Person

Asst. Director

pp

Top (l-r) :Penny, Joe, Sara and Denise 

Bottom (l-r): Bruce, Greg , Debbie, Pick, and Bill

Future Rides:

Pedro Lopez, ALR Road Captain, is ready to lead 

Local Lunch Rides on Saturdays and Sundays. 

Additionally, rides to the Army Museum at Ft. Belvoir 

on September 27th, and on October 18th we will be 

riding to USMC Museum at Quantico. All rides are 

rain or shine. 

Chaplain Charley s Corner 

With summer coming to a close and fall approaching, 

let us all give thanks for our lives and Blessings. Let’s 

always keep our Legion brothers and sisters in mind 

and reach out to help 

where we can.

Charley Buckley

Story and Photo credit: Quinn Harry, Semper Fi
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Other Notes/Dates Of Interest

-  If you wish to submit articles and pictures for the newsletter, please submit them to the editor at: 

oxonhillbilly@comcast.net. Articles and pictures must be about the Legion Family, veterans or the community 

Post 60 supports.  All information must be received by the deadline of 8:00 AM, 22nd  of the month to make it 

into the current newsletter.  Submissions after that date will make it into the following month’s newsletter.
 

- Please join us on our Facebook page, American Legion -Laurel  Post 60 for Post 60 website links, newsletters, 

  entertainment and activities that are posted on the page. 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/364213691671/  

Legion Riders

Director           Larry Morrell

Asst Director   Bruce Person

Secretary         Christel Lopez-                        

                         Berryman

Treasurer         Joe Lohman

Sgt-at-Arms     Yan Forrester

Chaplain          Charley Buckley

Safety Officer  Len Busso

Road Captain   Pedro Lopez

Membership     Tracy Butcher

Public Affairs   Renee Behling

Post 60 Officers

Commander         Josie Lohman

1st  Vice               Lee Luby

2ndVice               Tim Thomas

Judge Advocate   Richard Harding

Finance Officer   Pedro Lopez

Chaplain              Martin Berman

Resource Officer  David Privott

Historian              John Musgrove       

Sgt-at-Arms         Melvin Campbell

Adjutant               Mac McNally

SAL Squadron 60

Commander   Joe Lohman

1st Vice          Eddie Souder

2ndVice         Vacant

3rd Vice          Ray Torres

Finance          Rob Monko

Chaplain        Tony Scovitch

Sgt-at-Arms   Charlie Turner

Historian        Tom Allen

Adjutant         Joe Lohman

Parliamentarian  Bob DiPietro

Advisor          John Musgrove

Auxiliary Unit 60

President       Carolyn Monko

1st Vice         Penny Garrett

2nd Vice        Denise Person

Secretary       Christel Lopez-

                       Berryman

Treasurer       Tris Thomas

Chaplain        Barbara Rhodes

Historian       Sheryl DeWalt

Sgt-at-Arms  Christel Lopez-

                       Berryman



POSTMASTER:  DATED MATERIAL—DO NOT DELAY

Address Service Requested

The American Legion

Laurel Post 60

2 Main Street

Laurel, Maryland 20707- 4304

Serving 

Veterans and

The Community 

Since 1932

We e-mail the website link for our Post  Newsletter and other items of interest to members that 

have access to e-mail and the Internet.  Please send your e-mail address to: 

lubyshirley@gmail.com and it will be added to our email list.  Your e-mail will be used for Post 

60 notifications only, it will NOT be given out to solicitors.

For members who do 

not have E-Mail

 If you want the Post 

Newsletter mailed to your 

home, please send the 

written request by mail to 

the Post Adjutant.

Commander's Last Shout

Post Phone: (301) 725-2302              Website:  http://laurelpost60.org

Post Meetings

General  Membership

7:00 pm Third Thursday  

Executive Committee

7:00 pm  Second Thursday
Note: Except the 2nd Thursday 

In July Due to Convention

Auxiliary Unit 60

General Membership

7:00 pm  Second Monday

SAL Squadron 60

7:00 pm  First Thursday

  American Legion Riders

    7:00 pm Second Wednesday

Thank you to business manager John Brinton who spends countless additional 

hours so that our Post runs smoothly.

Thank you to our Color Guard who has spent hours upon hours practicing for 

national competition in Louisville, KY.

Thank you to our wonderful Auxiliary members who take time out of their busy 

schedules to create a wonderful bonding Craft Night on Tuesdays.

Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers that have stepped up to make Auxiliary 

Game Night a huge success.

Thank you to the great kitchen masters Christel, Denise, Carolyn and Rob for 

keeping us fed with their delicious meals during Game Nights.
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